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SUBJECT: PROGRESSIVE-REFORM PARTY AND UNITED PARTY REBELS 
AGREE TO FORM NEW PARTY 

REP: PRETORIA 3303, 

1 . SUMMARY: THE PROGRESSIVE-REFORM PARTY AND THE UNITED 
PARTY REBELS LED BY MP JAPIE BASSON HAVE AGREED TO PORM 

A NEW OPPOSITION PARTY WHICH WILL BASE ITS PLATFORM ON THE 
KOWIE MARAIS COMMITTEE'S FOURTEEN POINTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE PROGRESSIVE-REPORM PARTY (PRP) AND THE SIX PORMER 
UNITED PARTY MP'S AND THEIR FOLLOWERS WHO LEFT THE UP 
RATHEN THAN JOIN ITS RF.INCR ANATTON, THE NEW REPUBLIC 
PARTY (NRP) (REPTEL), ANNOUNCED JULY 6 ANAGREEMENT TO 
FORM A NEW OPPOSITION PARTY. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TWO 
GROUPS, WHICH HAD BEGUN MERGER NEGOTIATIONS THE DAY THE 
NRP FORMED (JUNE 29), WILL DRAFT A PROPOSED PARTY 
CONSTITUTION BASED ON KOWIE MARAIS COMMITTEE'S FOURTEEN 
PRINCIPLES (PRETORIA 218). THE NEW PARTY WILL PROBABLY BE 
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FORMALLY ESTABLISHED AFTER A MEETING OP THE PRP EXECUTIVE 
AGUUST 6 ADOPTS THE CONSTITUTION. THE PRESS SPECULATED THAT 
THE NEW PARTY WOULD BE NAMED THE PROGRESSIVE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

3. TRANSVAAL NATIONAL PARTY LEADER AND INTERIOR MINISTER 
CONNIE MULDER COMMENTED THAT THIS LATEST SHIFT "HONESTLY 
ARRANGES THE OPPOSITION FOR THE FIRST TIME" SINCE THE 
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THREE OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE NOW DIVIDED ALONG IDEOLOGICAL 
LINES. MULDER CLAIMED THAT IF THE NEW PARTY WAS TO BE 
POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT IT WOULD HAVE TO BACK AN EQUAL, 
UNQUALIFIED FRANCHISE FOR ALL IN ONE PARLIAMENT. IF IT 
DIDN'T, HE SAID, IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY DISHONEST. IF IT 
DID, IT WOULD ONLY HAVE THE SUPPORT OF A SMALL SEGMENT OF THE 
WHITE POPULATION AND NO CHANCE OF MAIOR ELECTORAL SUCCESS. 

4. COMMENT: THE DIVISION OF THE OPPOSITION ALONG 
IDEOLOGICAL LINES AND THE HARD LINE THAT PARTY LEADERS ARE 
TAKING ON POSSIBLE MERGERS BODE ILL FOR THE CHANCES OF 
FORMING A UNITED OPPOSITION IN THE NEAR FUTURE. AS A RESULT, 
ALL THREE OPPOSITION PARTIES (NRP, PRP, SAP) WILL LIKELY 
SPEND THE NEXT FEW MONTHS ATTEMPTING TO RECRUIT POTENTIAL 
DEFECTORS FROM EACH OTHER, DOING THEIR UTMOST TO WIN 
BY-ELECTIONS TO PROVE THEIR POPULAR STRENGTH, AND SEEKING 
WIDE-RANGING POPULAR SUPPORT IN PREPARATION FOR THE 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR LATE 1978 OR EARLY 1979. 
BOWDLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OPPOSITION PARTIES, PARTY ORGANIZATION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 07-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRETOR03332 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770242-0247 

Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770782/aaaactpa.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: bc58a66f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PRETORIA 3303 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1936890 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROGRESSIVE-REFORM PARTY AND UNITED PARTY REBELS AGREE TO FORM NEW PARTY 
TAGS: PINT, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bc58a66f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



